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The world's first golf publication, Thomas
Mathieson's 'The Goff!, printed in Edinburgh
in 1743,describes Rattray and Forbes with
uncanny accuracy considering it was written
3 years before Culloden.

Battle of Culloden 16 April 1746.

John Dixon, President Leith Rules Golf Society

n 7 March 1744, the City of Edinburgh Council agreed to provide the

Gentlemen Golfers at Leith (now the Honourable Company of

Edinburgh Golfers at Muirfield) with a Silver Club on condition that

they draw up Regulations for their competition and rules for‘the golf'
The following month, on 2 April, John Rattray was declared the outright
winner of the Silver Club and had the honour of being the first Captain of
the Golf. Itis as Captain that he became the sole signatory of the first known
written Rules of Golf. Known as the Articles & Laws in Playing at Golf,
numbering 13 and now in the care of The National Library of Scotland. This
marked a turning point in the development of the sport.

Rattray's prowess as a sportsman was already well known. He was a
member of the Royal Company of Archers, who since 1709, competed for
the Edinburgh (Silver) Arrow, often on the Links of Leith. It is believed that
this annual event involving the best bowmen in the country, was the
inspiration for the introduction of the Silver Club. Rattray had already won
the Arrow in 1735 and by doing the same in 1744, he had the distinction
of holding both trophies in the same year. He proceeded to win the Silver
Club on Leith Links for a second time in 1745.

Later that same year, following the Battle of Prestonpans, he joined (some
say he was press-ganged into) the Jacobite uprising. As well as being a very
fine sportsman, he was also a Fellow of The Royal College of Surgeons of
Edinburgh. By the time of the battle of Culloden on 16 April 1746, he had
become the Personal Physician to Prince Charles Edward Stuart (Bonnie
Prince Charlie) and Surgeon General of his Army. After the battle, Rattray
was imprisoned in Inverness. Upon seeing him, Lord Cathcart,
aide-de-camp to the Duke of Cumberland, said: “Mr Rattray, | am sorry to
see you there and | am afraid it will go hard with you". Officers from the
Hanoverian forces were reported as saying: “We know well what you are sir,
the Pretender's Surgeon. If anyone hangs, you shall”.

Lord Duncan Forbes, the Lord President of the Court of Session and
Scotland's most senior judge, was a firm supporter of the Hanoverian cause
and also a regular golfing partner of John Rattray. He made a personal plea
of intercession on behalf of the prisoner to the Duke of Cumberland and
thereby saved his life. However, his release was short-lived, as Rattray
refused to 'turn evidence. On the Duke of Cumberland's orders, he was
re-arrested and taken to London on 28 May. Once the post-battle trials and
general state of nervousness had subsided, Rattray agreed to sign an oath
of obedience. Finally, with the continuing support of Forbes, he was
allowed to return to Edinburgh in January 1747.

Rattray carried on with his work as a surgeon and continued to play golf as
before with his good friend Lord Duncan Forbes until the latter passed
away on 10 December that same year. John Rattray won the Silver Club for
a third and final time in 1751. He died 20 years later at his home on Leith
Walk, Edinburgh, on 5 July 1771. He was father of four daughters and three
sons.

In 1754, twenty-two Noblemen and Gentlemen of Fife subscribed for their
own Silver Club to be played for at St Andrews. With the exception of one
minor change, they adopted the original Articles & Laws signed by Rattray
ten years earlier. The Society of St Andrews Golfers gradually assumed the
role of custodian of the traditions of the sport and was granted the title of
The Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St Andrews in 1834 by King William IV. Its
position as golf's legislative authority was confirmed in 1897 when, to
satisfy the demand for a uniform code of rules, the R&A appointed the first
Rules of Golf Committee.

John Rattray would probably be amazed at how far the sport has come since
1744. He would be proud of the fact that golf today is a global sport and that
the rules that can be traced back to the Thirteen Articles which he signed,
now apply to every golf-playing nation, administered jointly by The R&A
and the USGA since 1 January 1952. Together, they ensure that the millions
of golfers playing throughout the world do so using the very same
self-governing rules and without exception.

This certificate accompanies No.1 of a limited edition

of 50 bronzes of John Rattray, by David Annand of

Kilmany Fife, the sculptor of the main figure for Leith

Links. Each is 42 cms high, weighing 7.4 kilos and was

cast at the same foundry in Edinburgh that produced
the original larger than life-size statue.
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Detail of the head of the original Silver Club
showing the engraving of the arms of
the City of Edinburgh.

18th century member of the Royal Company
of Archers.

This painting of an early 18th century surgical
dissection hangs in the Royal College of
Surgeons of Edinburgh where Rattray was

a Fellow.



